Nature and Living of Yanbaru's YANBARU MAP
Three Villages
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Higashi Village

The World Natural Heritage
Site is a part of our The entire village
everyday life. is the museum.

The Okinawa Woodpeckers
You are missing the most critical point if you come to being endemic to the Yanbaru

Yanbaru, a world natural heritage site, only for its green area, visitors to Higashi
. Museum can observe the
forest and mountains.

birds at a close range. There is a reason for this natural

"Diversity" was the keyword when Yanbaru became a history museum being located in the foothill instead of closer
world natural heritage site and can be found in everyday to the main street, said Mr. T, the museum curator. " It is

life here. Finding endangered flowers in places like nearby incredible for the Okinawa Woodpeckers to be able to
parking lots is common. The mountain foot, where the continue reproducing for many years in such proximity to the

town. We want to protect this environment for the next fifty
and a hundred years. The museum was built in the foothill
because of this reason. We consider this whole region as a

villagers populate, is where visitors can most experience
the world natural heritage site.

Visitors must visit all three villages of Yanbaru to part of the museum."
appreciate the beauty of its nature fully. Born and raised in the village, Mr. T aims to collect as much
information on the region so that the next generation can
1. Visit one village; you will encounter trees. learn about the history of its people." Regarding Higashi's

attractions, Mr. T. recommends whale watching and

stargazing from the Azalea Ecopark parking lot. He also

suggests visiting Fukuchi Dam for its magnificent view and

Uppama Beach for its clear blue water.

Welcome to Yanbaru's forest, a world natural heritage site. The village people are full of hospitality. Most of them are
farmers, but some also operate B&B. They make excellent
nature guides.

The museum mascots, the Ryukyu boars named Konsuke
and Inosuke, greet the visitors at the entrance. Inside, a
. collection of taxidermies is displayed. However, the museum
Ogim'\ Village also stocks live animals for visitors to observe.

2. Visit two villages; you will experience the grove.
3. Visit three villages; you will savor Yanbaru's forest.

There are ocean, mountains,
and waterfalls.
And the co-op shops.
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S _ _ With their unique chirps, "Pikkuwee," butasur indicus, a
O.r|g|nat|ng |n O'k.maw.a, co-0ps are no ordinary shops. _ migratory bird, are flying over the Kunigami Village forest
Village people jointly invest in and operate them. The first of park, an everyday event for this area. But, in other parts of

|\‘;§”k|nd évlfs Isa;dgg%have been :ahstgbllshe;d deumgamd' Japan, one must travel to remote locations to see such rare
S - riowever, Ihelr number decreased over birds. Okinawa is only 0.1% of Japan's total land. However,

the years due to management problems. . . .
. one-fourth of all the creatures inhabit in Japan live in
The shops sell locally grown vegetables, honey, shima-tofu,

bread, souvenirs, and baskets. Various plants with different Okinawa.

uses are an essential part of the local diets. More than half of all the birds which inhabit Japan exist in
Ms. Y, the shop's supervisor, was born in Ogimi. she said, Okinawa. Of the 300 types of birds found in Okinawa, 270
"an announcement is issued to the village when local goods are migratory and stop in Okinawa during migration.
shipments arrive. The Mango season in summer is crazy "Yanbaru is a vital place for those birds," comments Mr. K,
busy. The shop is also busy the day the freshly made the nature guide.

organic kurozato(Okinawan brown sugar) shipment arrives. "The forest park is full of surprises. Yanbaru Kuina

After visiting the waterfall, tourists often stop by the shop to maintains its territory by pairing with its mates. You can
purchase the holly water of Nanataki, considered a sacred distinguish the chirps of paired Kuina from single Kuina. You

spot. And other specialty items include candies flavored with
locally grown cinnamon. | love watching customers interact."
Ogimi is known for the longevity of its population. The
synergy between people and between people and nature is
one of the reasons for longevity, and co-ops provide a place
for interaction.

can also discover the mysteriously woven cobwebs of
spiders, frogs playing hide-and-seek, and lazy newts."

The diversity is not only limited to the forest. In these areas,
various butterflies, such as semi-endangered orange oakleaf
butterflies, maintain their territories by segregating host
plants. Throughout its history, the residents of Yanbaru have
*The taste of honey varies depending on seasonal nectar sources. co-existed with nature. If you observe and listen closely, you
can find their heritage everywhere.

. C i\ /i : ot Yanbaru Kuina (Okinawa Rail) is a bird species in the rail
Issued by:Ogimi Village Tourism Association family endemic to the northern part of Okinawa island. Their

Tel: 0980'50'5707’ https:/_/oglml-kankp.com existence was confirmed in 1973, and the flightless birds are
95 Aza-Tsuha, Ogimi-son, Kunigami-gun, Okinawa classified as endangered.



Kunigami Village Tourism Association

(the nearest Michi no Eki is Yuiyui Kunigami) Daisekirinzan

Experience Kyoda
1569-1 Aza-Okuma, Kunigami-son, Kunigamison-gun, Kuni . the vastness Interchange
Okinawa, Japan, 905-1412 ~ __ [t=sssccoon Sunlgaml ket R of the earth.
Tel:0980-41-2420 [=1; upermarke { N Naha
Hours: 8:30 - 17:00 Buy fresh sashimi t @ ] Airim
(Closed on Jan. 1) and everyday items, ] . ) |
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Yuivui Kunigami ] E o o Hedo-Misaki Cape Tourist Information is
y 9 E 0w watohin N : located inside the shop, HEADLINE.
Enjoy souvenir mjlhgles with g Hentona Main v : Next is Fushikubu Cafe,
shops, restaurants their calves and Shopping Street 3 : with panoramic views of the areas
’ ’ h ] , and the observatory terrace.
and playgrounds. marine sports. Okinawa's north-most | Shin=Yena Tummel !
shopping street with L o
re.StauramS’ bars, sushi, Yanbaru Learning Forest.
_______ bistro, and hotels. Pass this point to
- ~ Yanbaru Kuina
N J Ecology Center.
Yanbaru Wildlife »
4 Protection Center, N @ @
K Ufugi Nature Hall \ S~ ~
4 AMt 7 v e 4 ] N
‘ Yonahadake ~ Okuma | ap Yanbaru Wildlife Yanbaru Kuina
| o Trail-head } L River ! Protection Center, Ecology Exhibition and
. A ) i .- Ufugii Nature Hall Educational Center
% (o2e) —Hiji Public Hall 4 .~ /Okinawa's north-most 9 ’
b (] e e convenience store ) . . . Observe Yanbaru Kuina
\ e o (as of Spring 2022) Spend leisurely time discovering in its wildlife state
k Hijiotaki Fall, S Famivtart

N Hiji River 5 I
. ] [ Nagao Bridgep> ,* , - provided by the local guides.
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L Brewery Village O&u_Yanbaru @

.. NoSato

The Okinawa-style old-fashion
cottage is located in the north-most
part of the mainland.

Yanbaru Sake Brewery
The aroma of

steamed rice and
Awamori(Okinawa's
original shochu)

fills the brewery.

Bashofu (Abaca-cloth) Hall

Check out the Instagram
@kijoka_bashofu before visiting

o Ito Bashofu

™\ - Yanbaru Learning Forest.
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Yanbaru Area Tourist Attraction Guides 54-1 Aza-Kesashi i i| Michino Eki Fukuchigawa
95 Tsunami Ogimi-son, Higashi-son, Kunigami-gun, : Sunrise Higashi g |- | Seaside Park
Kunigami-gun, E¥2E Okinawa, 905-1205 : Try the specialty goods 2y p 8
Okinawa, 905-1318 p Tel: 0980-51-2655 E with pineapple. Sy Mt. Nekumachiji
Tel: 0980-50-5707 O] https://higashi-kanko.jp ' The mountain's elevation is 360.7m,
https://ogimi-kanko.com € Hours:9:00 - 17:00 v the highest in Ogimi Village. There is
Hours:9:00 - 17:00 (Closed from Dec. : a trekking trail for beginners.
(Open all year around) 29 to Jan.3 and the Obon Season) - The branch-twined Tt
1 hedge, Igimi Hakinzo,
Michi no Eki Ogimi Fureai Hirugi Park : keteps éhe anti)meflls )
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restaurants. rest areas ’ areas where seawater and 1
; : freshwater merge. i @ The Entrance to
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) Mangrove lay in this
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Lawson(convenience store).
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We are proud to have Yanbaru designated as a Ishiyama Observatory

world natural heritage site. However, a warning is oy Imagine life in the
due. We have relied heavily on the grace and == Shioya Itajii Forest.
Police Station An excellent place
co-exist with nature by respecting and integrating it |on Miyagi Island Llhe King ?foyster
into everyday life. Protecting rare and endangered | An Indian coral tree in front —_—A\ PY
of Shioya Bridge .

Mutabaru Observatory

species is essential. Above all, we want to hand | welcomes visitors. In Apri,
The incredible view of the

the tree blossoms with

down to the next generation our tradition of a | urignt red flowers.
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Climb up the Shioya Bay of the
diversified lifestyle of nature and humans. € Indian Coral Trees hil to the gggta%’;'ggrs at the end
Ve N [ Observatory of the deep forest.
Michi no Eki are roadside stations located along roads i Sherry Blossom,
and highways where travelers stop to rest. The facilities KShioya Bay 3315
also include shops and restaurants to promote local Thetownisusually — |Lobccccecmacl N e e S

tourism and trade. serene and peaceful,
but during the Ungami

(The God of Sea Festival),
it becomes lively and filled
with excitement.

Tonokiya Camp Site
If you want to avoid
camping solo,

this is the place.

Yanbaru Kuina (Okinawa Rail) is a bird species in the

rail family endemic to the northern part of Okinawa

island. Their existence was confirmed in 1973, and the
\flightless birds are classified as endangered.
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